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Dear Parent/Guardian:

Around the World in 80 days by Jules Verne is an 
adventure novel published in 1873.  The novel 
describes how a rich British inventor [Phileas Fogg] 
and his French Valet, attempt to travel around the 
world in 80 days after being challenged by another 
inventor [Jim Broadbent] to take the trip.  During 
their travels, Fogg is mistaken for a bank robber in 
Egypt - ultimately delaying their trip.  The novel has 
inspired many adventurers to attempt the same 
journey.

Essential Questions:

● How does technology affect how cultures 
interact?

● Why does new technology change cultures?
● Debate: Should societies embrace technology 

or be fearful of it?
● How does geography affect technology?
● Does culture impact innovation?
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