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Dear Parent/Guardian:

George by Alex Gino is a novel the author decided 
to write because it “was a book [they] wanted to 
read growing up.”  The story is about a transgender 
girl [Melissa] who is seen as boy, [George] in her 
middle school because she was born into a boy’s 
body.  She auditions for a class play, Charlotte’s 
Web, but is given a male role.  She refuses and 
during the performance she switches rolls with her 
best friend to play the part of Charlotte. Her mother 
has a hard time accepting Melissa, but agrees to 
see a therapist and seek help in adjusting to the 
change.  

Essential Questions:
1. Why do you think the author chose to use the 

pronoun “she” when describing or referring to 
George?

2. Does this make a difference to the way you feel 
about the character?

3. What do you think it takes to “be yourself”?  
What are some pros and cons of being who 
you are? 
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