
imscd.org imscd.org

Dear Parent/Guardian,

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee,  takes place in the 
fictitious town of Maycomb. Alabama.  Scout Finch lives with 
her brother Jem and their widower father Atticus.  The siblings 
instinctively understand the complexities of their socially 
divided town.  Atticus is a lawyer who takes on a racially 
charged case that divides him and his family from their 
community. 

Essential Questions:
How do Scout, Jem, and Dill characterize Boo Radley at the 
beginning of the book? In what way did Boo's past history of 
violence foreshadow his method of protecting Jem and Scout 
from Bob Ewell? Does this repetition of aggression make him 
more or less of a sympathetic character?

In Scout's account of her childhood, her father Atticus reigns 
supreme. How would you characterize his abilities as a single 
parent? How would you typify his views on race and class in 
the larger context of his community and his peers?
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