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Dear Parent/Guardian:

Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien describes 
events experienced by the protagonist, Tim O’Brien 
during the Vietnam war. His Alpha company carried 
on them physical objects such as matches, rifles, 
M&M candy and much more. However, they also 
carried intangible objects such as guilt and fear. 
These intangibles objects they would carry with 
them not only during the war, but long after the war 
ended...for the rest of their lives.    

Essential Questions:

● Can a story be truer than life? What do the lies 
of fiction tell us about humanity?

● Is a soldier responsible for their acts while at 
war? Does this impact our moral compass? 
Should it?

● How does the story’s message about war 
impact individuals/society? What lessons about 
war can be taught today?
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